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DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SITE AND FACILITY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

MAY 19, 2022 

VIA ZOOM 

 

Present: Michelle Coelho, Lauren Daly, Brigid Guertin, Albert Russo, Luisa Zagottis-Britton,  

Absent:  None  

Also Attending:  Gladys Cooper, Rich Jalbert, Anne Mead, Michael Seelig, Kevin Walston,  
 

Committee Chairperson Louisa Zagottis-Britton opened the meeting at 6:02pm, with a welcome to 
attendees and then turned the meeting over to Michael Seelig. Mr. Seelig introduced the meeting 
agenda and asked Mr. Jalbert to begin discussion. 

1. Cartus Update: Mr. Seelig asked Mr. Jalbert update the committee and they both proceeded to 
discuss that progress has been made on the cafeteria and though the conversation and planning 
continues, Sodexo is happy with the space and amenities and excited about menu possibilities. Mr. 
Seelig and Mr.. Jalbert then updated the committee regarding the start of their conversations with STA 
regarding busing needs and planning for the same; that process will begin shortly. Mr. Russo inquired 
about mass phone calls from district to stakeholders re the upcoming June 7, referendum vote. Mr. 
Seelig reported that it was not possible to do so and that the city is taking the lead on communication 
efforts.  Ms. Coelho inquired regarding student numbers in the cafeteria at Cartus and Mr. Seelig and 
Mr. Jalbert responded with information regarding the current plan of student lunch waves. 
 
2. Granville Building Update:  Mr. Seelig reported that an additional safety advocate has been added to 
help keep pick up and drop off times for students safe, and signage will be displayed, starting tomorrow 
to help encourage motorists to slow down.  Ms. Cooper thanked Mr. Seelig for these actions and noted 
that the walkway, painted and visually accessible, seems to be helpful as well.  Ms. Cooper offered her 
appreciation for these actions that help create a safer space for our students. 
 
3. Summer Repairs List: 1) Mr. Seelig and Mr. Jalbert updated the committee as to the status of the 
water leak issue at DHS that affected the elevator, weight room ceiling and gym floor.  The 
conversations have been ongoing with KIRMA and public buildings and assessments should be 
completed soon to determine the amount of work necessary to repair or replace the gym floor and 
address the weight room ceiling.  The panel in the elevator that needed replacement has already been 
replaced. Mr. Seelig and Mr. Jalbert indicated that more information would be forthcoming within the 
next two weeks. This discussion will continue at the next committee meeting. 2) Mr. Jalbert reported 
that though there was an issue with the tech package and server, the district team is working to 
overcome that obstacle and the Ellsworth Annex work appears to be on track for timely completion. 3) 
Mr. Seelig reported that the lease for the Danbury Primary Center in Brookfield will be up on June 30th 
and has not been renewed. Mr. Jalbert reported that the plans are in place to help move out all 
materials to district schools before June 30th. Mr. Russo inquired if covid numbers rise again, and we 
need more space, can this space be used.  Mr. Seelig answered that this is not currently in the district 
budget. 4)Mr. Seelig reported that he and Committee Chairperson Britton toured the G building at DHS 
and were relieved to note that, per the City of Danbury, the air handlers are working. Mr. Seelig noted 
as well that specifics regarding the HVAC on each classroom would be followed up on.  Ms. Coelho 
thanked Mr. Seelig for his responsiveness regarding this issue. Committee Chairperson Britton asked to 



2 
 

be updated on classroom specifics in the G building at the next facilities meeting. 5) Mr. Jalbert reported 
that we are still working towards an outdoor stairwell at AIS to accommodate and connect levels when 
and if students need to be reached outside, during an event or an emergency. 6) Mr. Jalbert and Mr. 
Seelig reported that the district is moving forward with replacing carpeted areas in Pembroke School 
classrooms with luxury vinyl tile- alleviating cleaning issues. 7) Mr. Seelig spoke about making certain 
classrooms at KSI more private, alleviating the design flaws inherent in an open classroom building. 8) 
Mr. Seelig noted that this summer the Chemistry classrooms at DHS will have used, extraneous 
chemicals safely removed and disposed of. 9) Mr. Russo asked why the microphones at board meetings 
are challenging to use. Mr. Seelig noted that the issue is that they are wireless microphones and that he 
is looking into pricing to replace the wireless with hard wired microphones. 
 
4. DHS Accreditation: Mr. Seelig and Mr. Jalbert reported that they are working down the list of issues 
that need to be addressed in conjunction with the NEASC accreditation of Danbury High School. This is 
inclusive of a new system for work orders to be cooperatively discussed between the DHS 
administration, the school district, and the City of Danbury. Ms. Coelho inquired about an issue she had 
heard about from a parent- the showers in the girl’s locker room are not operable. Mr. Seelig And Mr. 
Jalbert were unaware of the issue and stated they would look into the problem, thanking Ms. Coelho for 
bringing it to their attention. 
 
Chairperson Britton thanked everyone for their attendance, for their reports, and updates. Ms. Guertin 
made a MOTION to adjourn mtg, Mr. Russo seconded that motion, all were in favor, motion passed, mtg 
adjourned at 6:39pm. 
 
        ____________________________ 
         Brigid Guertin 


